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The Sangh should be a body of servants of the nation engaged
in constructive work, mostly in villages, to achieve social,
moral, and economic freedom. It should be organized demo-
cratically from the bottom upwards. Five adult constructive
workers should form a unit. Two contiguous panchajats should
elect a leader. Fifty first-grade leaders should elect a second-
grade leader and so on till they covered the eniire country.

After Gandhiji's passing away his suggestions could not be
accepted by the Congress leaders. The Congress adopted a new
constitution in 1948 which has been amended in important
respects since then. The aim of the Congress under the
present constitution, is "the establishment in India, by peaceful
and legitimate means, of a Socialist Co-operative Common-
wealth based on equality of opportunity and of political, eco-
nomic and social rights and aiming at wrorld peace and fellow-
ship." The Working Committee now consists of twenty mem-
bers. Members of the Congress are of two kinds, i.e., primary
members as before and active members. The latter pay a higher
subscription and are required to devote regularly a part of their
time to some form of public service "otherwise than for personal
profit". Active members alone can contest elections for
important posts in the Congress. Members of the Congress are
debarred from membership of any political or communal party
with a separate membership, constitution and programme. The
term of various Congress Committees is two years.

During Gandhiji's lifetime the Congress was closely asso-
ciated with several constructive organizations. The Gandhi Seva
Sangh, a body of nine satyagraha experts, was a research
organization for exploring the possibilities of ahimsa in all
walks of life, particularly for "the observation, study and
research in the subject of relation of constructive work to
ahimsa and of reaction of such work on the individual and
society.5'42 The Sangh worked under Gandhiji's guidance and
was independent of the Congress. The constructive work has
also other independent organizations of experts. The important
among these are the All India Spinners3 Association, the
Harijan Sevak Sangh, the All India Village Industries Association,

42 The resolution of the Gandhi Seva Sangh, 1940 session. H., March 2,
1940, p. 24.